MY FRIEND MIKE V


IT WAS 52 YEARS AGO WHEN MIKE AND I MET. WE WERE BATCH 59, AND AS OUR FRAT SONG WENT- WE WERE 15 YOUNG MEN DETERMINED TO LEARN, TO WORK, AND TO CARRY ON THE LOVE OF GOD AND HELP TO FELLOWMEN. WHATEVER THOSE WORDS MEANT, WE WERE JUST DETERMINED TO ENJOY OURSELVES AFTER HAVING ENDURED AND PASSED THE RITES OF PASSAGE.

AND MIKE WAS FUN TO BE WITH. BEING QUITE A SOCIABLE CAMPUS FIGURE. HIS BEING AN AFSER MIGHT HAVE SOMETHING TO DO WITH HIS BEING QUITE CHARMING, AS DTQ ENVIOUSLY DESCRIBED HIM. HE KNEW MANY PRETTY GIRLS ON CAMPUS,  AND EVEN OUTSIDE. WE ALSO KNEW WHO WERE THE PRETTY GIRLS ON CAMPUS; BUT THE BIG DIFFERENCE WAS THAT THEY KNEW HIM.
I REMEMBER NOT LONG AFTER WE BECAME BRODS, HE AND SOME OLDER BRODS LED BY MANNY AGUSTINES ORGANIZED A SWIMMING PARTY AT HIS FAMILY’S FACTORY COMPOUND SOMEWHERE IN PASAY. PLENTY OF DRINKS AND FOOD TO GO AROUND. YUN PALA MAY GIRLS DIN. HAVING ALREADY PASSED MY SWIMMING PE, I MANAGED NOT TO DROWN WHILE LEARNING HOW TO DRINK. BUT THE GIRLS IN THE POOL I LEFT TO THE SOCIALLY ADVANCED BRODS LIKE MIKE, BOY KAP AND MANNY TO HANDLE. I MUST HAVE DRANK A BIT TOO MUCH THEN BECAUSE I COULD NOT REMEMBER WHAT ELSE HAPPENED LATER THAT NIGHT. (I DON’T REMEMBER NOW WHO ELSE AROUND HERE WERE THERE, BAKA SI DING ABAYA, LITO MANAHAN, BOY KAP, SI CHELSEA TINIO?)
THAT WAS A GOOD BEGINNING FOR A FRIENDSHIP OF 52 YEARS. BUT OUR FRIENDSHIP WAS NOT BUILT ON SOCIALIZING, BECAUSE WE WERE DIS-SIMILAR BEINGS IN THAT ASPECT. IN FACT, THE SOCIALIZING I REMEMBER WAS MUCH LATER DURING OUR SENIOR YEARS- WHENEVER DTQ  WAS AROUND TO “REMINISCE THE SWEET TIMES OF OUR YOUTH” OR WHENEVER ETAO WAS AROUND FOR HIS USUAL BEER AND SEAFOODS AT DAMPA OR WHENEVER A BALIKBAYAN BROD WAS IN TOWN TO BE TREATED AT MALAI THAI.  NAY, OUR FRIENDSHIP WITH MIKE WAS BUILT, AS DTQ DESCRIBED HIM,  ON “THE GENEROSITY AND GOODNESS OF HIS HEART”, “THE DEPTH OF HIS FRIENDSHIP”,  “HIS CHARACTER THAT WAS FORTHRIGHT, POSITIVE, AND INDOMITABLE TO THE END”. THE COUNTLESS EMAILS AND MESSAGES FROM HIS BRODS AND FRIENDS ATTEST TO THAT.   FAREWELL MIKE. MAY YOUR BELOVED WIFE AND FAMILY BE COMFORTED BY THE GRACE OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD WHO HAS TAKEN YOUR HAND AND HAS LED YOU TO YOUR ETERNAL HOME
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